2. What should the Victorian RFAs aim to achieve over the next 20 years?
a. In line with the objectives of the 1992 National Forest Policy Statement and all RFAs, the Victorian RFAs should
aim to contribute as much as possible to a Comprehensive, Adequate and Representative (CAR) reserve system on
public and private land, using those mechanisms recognised by the National Reserve System as appropriate forms of
legal protection.
b. In the context of a rapidly changing climate, the RFAs should aim to ensure that Victoria’s forests are being
managed sustainably for key ecosystem services such as carbon sequestration, water yields and pollination, and
ensure that the relative value of such services are properly evaluated relative to commercial forestry uses.
3. What are the potential improvements you think should be made?
For all RFAs, we consider it is critical that they aim to achieve their objective of establishing a Comprehensive,
Adequate and Representative reserve system. Meeting this reservation objective will be especially important in
those regions and bioregions identified as priorities for increased protection in recent statewide assessments
undertaken by Trust for Nature (2013) and VEAC (2017).
Relevant information from each of the CMA’s climate-adaptation plans should also be considered as part of the
assessment of public-land forests in each RFA to identify those which might be managed more sustainably for their
ecosystem-service values and resilience capacity in the context of climate change (e.g. GBCMA 2016).
Specifically relating to the private-land estate within every RFA, we note that additional protection of private land
through land purchase or covenants will be required to help meet the 2.1 million hectare gap in Victoria’s current
reserve system (VEAC 2017) and the corresponding gap in protection in each RFA. Trust for Nature accordingly
suggests that the Modernised RFA Agreements in Victoria should establish mechanisms to facilitate private-land
protection as part of the broader delivery of the RFAs’ CAR commitments in each RFA region. This program would
also help meet the Biodiversity Plan’s target of 200,000 ha of additional permanent protection on private land over
the next 20 years. We note that the Tasmanian RFA included funding support for a dedicated private-land
protection program and propose that this could be used as an existing precedent for design and funding options
(Attachment 8 of Tasmanian RFA Agreement).

4. How could the potential improvements in the consultation paper help modernise the Victorian RFAs?
Trust for Nature supports the proposal to recognise all forest values (4.1.1). There is a good evidence base around
the values of mature forests in increasing water yields and carbon sequestration, helping improve the resilience of
ecosystems in the context of climate change.
Trust for Nature supports the recommendations to improve conservation of forest biodiversity and maintain
ecosystem health (4.1.2), and the emphasis on helping maintain and improve the health and connectivity of
ecosystems in the context of climate change.

5. Do you have any views on which potential improvements are most important?
As noted above, there is still a 2.1 million hectare gap in Victoria’s reserve system on public and private land to meet
the CAR Reserve criteria. Delivering on this gap is fundamental to ensuring biodiversity protection in Victoria, as
recognised in Victoria’s Biodiversity Plan (9.2).

